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1. Summary Findings

o 86 per cent of those surveyed support the development of wind energy in the outer
Moray Firth. Only é per cent oppose development.

o 78 per cent of those surveyed believe the project will have a positive effect on the
environment overall.

o 86 per cent of those surveyed expect the project to have a positive effect on the
local economy.

o The most significant issue of concern was effects on marine mammails; although this
was the largest area for concern, only 29 per cent though the project would have a
negative effect.

o 17 per cent of those surveyed believed the project would have a negative effect on
landscape, seascape and views

2. Methodology

A simple opinion survey questionnaire was used to undertake an initial assessment of public
aftitudes towards the project. Questions were framed to include an assessment of the most
likely public concerns about the project, and an opportunity was provided for additional
issue identification. Questionnaires were issued by project staff at public exhibitions during
August and September of 2010, and November and December 2011.

The following questions were asked:

1. Do you believe that we require to reduce greenhouse gas production by switching to
low-carbon energy?

2. Do you support the development of wind energy on land?

1.4D

3. Do you support the development of wind energy in the seas around Scotland’s coast?
4. Do you support the development of offshore wind in the outer Moray Firthe
Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth will have
a positive or negative effect on:

5.1 Jobs and the local economy
5.2 Tourism

5.3 Fishing
5.4 Birds

5.5 Marine mammals (dolphins, Seals, efc)
5.6 Landscape/seascape /views
5.7 Greenhouse Gas production

Responses were on a 1 — 5 scale, with 1 being strongly agree/ strongly positive, through to 5
being strongly disagree/strongly negative.
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3. Response Rate

As discussed, personal contact and one-to one discussions were undertaken with ca. 1000
people, all of whom had the opportunity to fillin a questionnaire and return it directly to the
project staff, or to return it via freepost to the MORL project office.

328 completed survey forms were received.

4. Analysis of Opinion Response

QUESTION 1 Do you believe that we require to reduce greenhouse gas production by
switching to low-carbon energy?

Q1 - Greenhouse Gas Reduction

2%

6%
M strongly agree

agree
neutral
m disagree

M strongly disagree

This question indicates strong overall support for switching to low carbon generation, with 88
per cent of respondents agreeing that greenhouse gas reduction was desirable.

e ——————————————
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Question 2. Do you support the development of wind energy on land?

Q2 . Onshore Wind

M strongly agree

I agree

16%

neutral
m disagree

B strongly disagree

This question tested support for onshore wind development in general; indications are 70 per
centin support, 14 per cent against.

Question 3. Do you support the development of wind energy in the seas around Scofland’s
coast?

Q3. Offshore Wind

2%

°

This question tested opinion towards offshore wind development in general; 89 per cent were
in support, aimost 20 per cent higher than the figure for onshore. Strength of support is also
greater for offshore (69 per cent strongly supportive compared with 42 per cent for onshore),
and opposition lower (6 per cent compared with 14 per cent).

M strongly agree
Il agree

neutral
m disagree

B strongly disagree

Appenpix T
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Question 4. Do you support the development of offshore wind energy in the Outer Moray
Firth?

Q4. Moray Firth Project

1%

°

This project tested opinion specifically towards the MORL project. 86 per cent of those
surveyed were supportive of the project.

M strongly agree
I agree

neutral
m disagree

B strongly disagree

Question 5.1 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth will
have a positive or negative effect on jobs/the economy?

Q5.1 Jobs/Economy

2%
1%

10%
B strongly positive
I positive
neutral
M negative
M strongly negative

There is an expectation that the project will have a positive effect on the local economy, with
87 per cent of respondents believing it will have a positive impact.

v
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Question 5.2 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on tourism@

Q5.2 Tourism

B strongly positive

positive

neutral
M negative

M strongly negative

53%

Those questioned did not generally believe that the project would have an impact on
tourism (53 per cent). Those who saw the project as an opportunity (30 per cent)
outnumbered those who saw it as a disadvantage (17 per cent)

Question 5.3 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth

will have a positive or negative effect on fishing?

Q5.3 Fishing

B strongly positive

17% "
positive

neutral

M negative

APPENDIX TR

M strongly negative

52%

Within the general population, around half of those sampled did not believe that the project
would impact on fishing; almost as many thought it would have a negative impact as the 26
per cent who thought it would have a positive impact
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Question 5.4 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on birds?2

Q5.4 Birds

W strongly positive

positive

neutral
H negative

B strongly negative

50%

Conventionally, concern about impact on birds is one of the most frequently raised
ecological concerns about windfarms onshore, however 50 per cent believe the impact in
this project will be neutral,

Question 5.5 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on marine mammails (seals, dolphins, etc)?2

Q5.4 Marine Mammals

W strongly positive
positive

neutral

H negative

B strongly negative

44%

The most significant concern expressed in the survey is about the project’s impact on marine
mammals, reflecting the high profile which dolphins have in the Moray Firth. 30 per cent of
those questioned believed the project would have a negative impact,
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Question 5.6 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on landscape, Seascape, views?

Q5.6 Landscape/Views

B strongly positive

positive

neutral

19%

M negative

M strongly negative
45%

Public opinion appears that expected impact on landscape/seascape and views will be
neutral; 38 per cent of those expressing an opinion believe that the effect will be positive,
and 17 per cent believed it would be negative.

Question 5.7 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on greenhouse gas production?

Q5.7 Greenhouse Gas Production

2% 3% E
15% .
M strongly positive
>
positive a
4
neutral T
M negative &
M strongly negative <
40%

80 per cent of those surveyed believe that this project will have a positive effect on
contributing towards the reduction of greenhouse gases.
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Question 5.8 Do you believe that the development of wind energy in the outer Moray Firth
will have a positive or negative effect on the overall environment?

Q5.8 Overall Environment

2% 3%

B strongly positive
I positive

neutral
M negative

M strongly negative

Public perception of the overall environmental impact of the project is good, with some 74
per cent of those surveyed believing that the project will have a positive effect on the overall
environment, and only 5 per cent suggesting that the project will have a negative impact.

u
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