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Moray Offshore Renewables Ltd Start Consultation on  
Development of Wind Energy In The Outer Moray Firth 

 
 

UK, August 20, 2010. Moray Offshore Renewables Ltd published their Environmental 
Impact Assessment Scoping Report which provides plans for the development of 
between 1000 and 1140MW of wind power in the outer Moary Firth, some 22km (13.5 
miles) from the Caithness Coast.   This is the first phase of a development which 
could ultimately deliver 1 500MW of power – the equivalent capacity to a large 
conventional thermal powerstation. 
The Scoping Report is available for public consultation until 30 November, and a 
series of 12 public consultation events will be held in towns and villages from Wick to 
Peterhead on Scotland’s North East Coast.  
Project Director, Dan Finch said:  
“Our proposal to work in deeper waters (30m-60m) uses Scotland’s deep-water 
engineering expertise from the North Sea to allow us to develop wind power some 
22km away from the coast, taking advantage of available space on the sea-bed 
for construction, and an excellent wind resource.   
“This technology builds on the pioneering work of the already operational Beatrice 
Demonstrator turbines, and will make the Highlands and the North-East a world –
leader in offshore renewable technology, as well as offering the chance to 
significantly increase the amount of electricity produced by renewables, and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.    
Chief Business Development Officer, Luis Adão da Fonseca  said: 
“EDPR and SeaEnergy Renewables bring together a proven record of delivery of 
renewable energy at scale, with unique deep water capabilities to meet the 
challenge of developing renewable energy in the North Sea. 
“We recognise that this project will be of interest to a huge number of organisations, 
individuals and communities in the North of Scotland and beyond, and I would like 
to invite people to be part of our consultation.” 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
1. About Moray Offshore Renewables Ltd 
In 2009 Moray Offshore Renewables Limited (MORL) was formed as a joint venture 
company owned 75% by EDP Renewables (EDPR) and 25% by Sea Energy 
Renewables Limited. 
 
EDPR is currently the world’s third largest wind energy company, with more than 
6GW of installed  wind generation capacity across 10 countries:UK, Spain, Portugal, 
Romania, Poland, Italy, France, Canada Brazil and the USA.   
 
Sea Energy Renewables Ltd provides unrivalled offshore development and 
deployment experience gained through years of successful large-scale offshore 
project development in the oil and gas industry; more recently its key personnel 
pioneered the successful Beatrice offshore wind demonstrator project in the Moray 
Firth.  
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2. Summary Project Details 
 Location – Smith Bank ,Outer Moray Firth , 22km from Caithness Coast  
 Approx 200 turbines 
 Water depth 30m-60m  
 Capacity 1000-1140MW   

 
Further details including the full scping report and assoicated documents are 
available from www.morayoffshorerenewables.com 

3. The Crown Estate Wind Leasing Programme  
In September 2008, The Crown Estate invited tenders for the development of 
offshore wind as part of the Round Three Offshore Wind Farm Leasing Programme.  
The invitation was for the exclusive rights to work with The Crown Estate in the 
development of offshore wind generation in specified zones. These zones are 
located around the UK coastline, including the Irish Sea, and the Bristol Channel, 
and their development is aimed to deliver up to 25GW of generating capacity, 
representing as much as one quarter of the UK’s electricity requirements by 2020.   
 
On 8 January 2010, The Crown Estate announced the successful development 
partners for each zone, and signed an exclusive zone development agreement with 
Moray Offshore Renewables Limited as their partner to develop upwards of 1.3GW 
of wind energy in Zone 1 – which is located on the Smith Bank, in the Moray Firth, 
around 13 miles from the Caithness coast.   
 
4. Public Exhibitions 
Moray Offshore Renewables will hold a series of 12 public exhibitions across North 
East Scotland and the North East Highlands to allow the public to meet with 
members of the project team to find out more about the project and comment on 
proposals.  The exhibitions will be held in: 
  

 

 

Wick 
Tues 31 August 
MacKays Hotel 

12pm-8pm 

Fortrose 
Mon 6 Sept 

Black Isle Leisure 
Centre 

12pm-8pm 

Peterhead 
Mon 13 Sept 
Palace Hotel 
12pm-8pm 

Helmsdale 
Wed 1 Sept 

Community Centre 
12pm-8pm 

Inverness 
Tues 7 Sept 

Eastgate Shopping 
Centre 

9am-6pm 

Banff 
Tues 14 Sept 

Fife Lodge Hotel 
12pm-8pm 

Brora 
Thurs 2 Sept 

Royal Marine Hotel 
12pm-8pm 

Invergordon 
Wed 8 Sept 

Arts Centre (old Town 
Hall) 

12pm-8pm 

Fraserburgh 
Wed 15 Sept 

Leisure Centre 
12pm-8pm 

Tain 
Fri 3 Sept 

Royal Hotel 
12pm-8pm 

Inverness 
Thurs 9 Sept 

Eastgate Shopping 
Centre 

9am-8pm 

Elgin 
Thurs 16 Sept 

St Giles Shopping 
Centre 

9am-8pm 
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Media Briefing:  
 

Moray Offshore Renewables Publish Offshore Wind Project Report 
 

First Local Economic Impact Projections Released 
 
Media Briefing : 11am, Eden Court Theatre, Inverness, 21 Nov 2011 
 
Inverness , 21 November 2011 At a media briefing in Inverness today, Moray Offshore 
Renewables Ltd published a report detailing the work it has undertaken over the past 
year to develop plans for 1 500MW offshore wind generation in the Outer Moray Firth. 
 
The power will be generated by offshore wind turbines, capable of delivering up to 7MW 
each, which will be supported on either concrete gravity base structures, or tubular steel 
jacket structures.   These utilise technology developed by the North Sea oil and gas 
industry and will allow development to take place in deeper water (up to 60m or 200 
feet), in excess of 13 miles from shore.    The power will be collected by up to eight 
offshore electrical platforms, before being sent to shore via a grid connection point at 
Peterhead Power Station. 
   
The report summarises the investigations of the physical, biological and human 
environment which have been undertaken, and includes details of the new market for 
goods and services which the project will bring to the area.  
 
Depending on the successful development of the local supply chain, companies 
operating in the Moray Firth area could take advantage of this new market, which could 
be worth hundreds of millions of pounds to the local economy.  This could support 
between 360 and 1400 jobs during construction, and between 130 and 280 jobs through 
operation and maintenance. 
 
The report will be made available to the public at exhibitions along the Moray Firth 
Coastline over the next three weeks.  
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Commenting, Managing Director  of EDPR UK, Dan Finch said: 
 
“Over the past year, we have worked hard to move offshore wind in deeper water from a 
proposal to a viable project.   This report shows some of the work we have undertaken 
across a huge range of different environmental studies.  
 
“In particular, the report examines some of the likely economic impacts of the project 
and demonstrates the size of the new market we will bring to the Moray Firth area, and 
to Scotland.   We are keen to work with the Government and business agencies which 
will be able to develop the supply chain and turn this new market into jobs and economic 
growth.” 
 
Notes To Editors:  

1. Project Update Report 
The Report: Moray Offshore Renewables, Project Update, 2011-2012 is available 
from craig.milroy@edpr.com 
 

2. Public Exhibitions 

A series of public exhibitions will be held to provide the public with access to the 
report, and the opportunity to discuss the proposals with project staff. Public 
exhibitions will be held: 

Wick:  MacKays Hotel   23 November 
Helmsdale:  Community Centre  24 November 
Inverness: Eastgate Centre 25 November 
Fraserburgh: Leisure Centre  30 November 
Buckie:  Town House  5 December 
Inverness: Eden Ct.  6 December 
Elgin:  St Giles Centre  7 December  
 

4. Potential Economic Impacts  

As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment process, a socio-economic impact 
assessment study for the project was undertaken by SQW.   Full details of this will be 
published within the Environmental Statement for the project next summer.  However 
the following summary findings have been published: 
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 In order to account for future development of the supply chain, two scenarios have 
been considered: 

Low case – the total value of contracts that have been delivered, or are expected to be 
delivered from within each geography, assuming the current supply chain 

High Case – the total value of contracts that could be secured by firms based in Scotland 
(and in the Moray Firth area) with a stronger and more developed supply chain.  This 
makes assumptions about Scottish based firm which, although unable to tender for work 
at the moment, can reasonably be expected to develop the potential to do so in the 
future. 

Summary of Initial Employment Estimates 

  Construction (2015-
2020) 

(peak employment) 

Operation (post 
2016) 

Moray Firth Area 

(Highland, Moray, 
Aberdeen, 
Aberdeens.) 

Low Case 360 130 

High Case 1430 280 

Scotland 

(Including Moray 
Firth Area) 

Low Case 1260 170 

High Case 3230 450 

 

Job figures include generation and transmission infrastructure works, and are the 
combined statistics for direct and indirect/induced employment, and are based on initial 
analysis.  Full breakdowns and details of the finalised economic impact survey will be 
available within the environmental statement on publication.  

The potential for job creation is considerable, however there is a significant range of 
figures between the low and high case scenarios, and we recognise the importance of 
working with Government and its agencies and industry to ensure that the local 
economy is ready and able to get the best out of the new economic opportunities and 
markets which Moray Offshore Renewables will create. 
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5. About Moray Offshore Renewables Ltd 

Moray Offshore Renewables Limited (MORL) was formed as a joint venture company 
owned 67% by EDP Renewables (EDPR) and 33% by Repsol with the aim of 
developing offshore wind generation in the outer Moray Firth  

6. About EDP Renewables 

EDP Renewables (Euronext: EDPR), headquartered in Madrid, Spain, is a global leader 
in the renewable energy sector that designs, develops, manages and operates power 
plants that generate electricity using renewable energy sources. With a sound 
development pipeline, first class assets and market-leading operating capacity, EDPR 
has undergone exceptional development in recent years.  
Energias de Portugal, S.A. ("EDP"), the majority shareholder of EDPR, is a vertically-
integrated utility company, headquartered in Lisbon, Portugal. Through its various 
constituent businesses, EDP holds significant electricity and gas operations in Europe, 
Brazil and the United States.  

7. About Repsol 

Repsol is a multinational energy company operating in the hydrocarbons sector in 
over 30 countries. Employing 36,000 people, it is one of the world’s ten largest 
privately-owned oil companies.  
The company’s New Energy unit channels Repsol’s investment in alternative energy 
projects that include biofuels cultivation and research, electric vehicle recharging and 
onshore and offshore wind parks amongst others. 
 
 
 
Contact: Craig Milroy : 0771 554 7002 
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Advertising – 2010 

 
 
Coastal Protn – Feb 2010 
Banffshire Journal 
Northern Scot 
John O Groats Journal 
Inverness Courier 
Fishing News  
 
 
Offshore Met Mast – April 2010 
Press and Journal  
Inverness Courier 
John O Groats Journal 
Fishing News 
Northern Scot 
 
Bore Holes – July 2010 
Northern Scot 
Inverness Corier 
Banffshire Journal 
Fishing News 
 
 
Public Exhibitions August/Sept 2010 
Inverness Courier 
John O Groats Journal       
Banffshire Journal   
Peterhead Buchan Observer  
Fraserburgh Herald    
Northern Scot    
 
Further half-page full colour adverts were placed in the Aberdeen Press and Journal on three 
consecutive weeks: 
 
P&J: Fri 27 August 
 Fri 3 September 
 Fri10 September 
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Fisheries Consultation Meetings – Oct/November 

Fishing News 
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Fisheries Consultation Meetings – Oct/November 

Fishing News 
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Newspapers that MORL project was advertised 2011 
 
11-02 - Metocean Equipment Buoys Advert 

- Fishing News 
- Inverness Courier 
- John O Groat 
- Press and Journal 
- The Northern Scott 
- Banffshire Journal 

 
11-04 - Met Mast Public Notice  

- Fishing News 
- Inverness Courier 
- John O Groat 
- Press and Journal 
- The Northern Scott 

 
11-07 - Bore Holes Coast Protection 

- Fishing News 
- Inverness Courier 
- John O Groat 
- Press and Journal 
- The Northern Scott 

 
11-11 -  Project Update 

- Caithness Courier 
- John O Groat 
- Ross-Shire Journal 
- Inverness Courier 
- Northern Times 
- Forres Gazette 
- Midweek Extra – Buckie 
- Banffshire Journal 
- Fraserburgh Herald 

 
11-12 -  Project Update  

- Inverness Courier 
- The Northern Scott 
- Highland News 
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